86                     MUSSOLINI
According to the documents, L'Avanti! said, this was Benito Mussolini's political corpse. The Socialists even staged a mock funeral, passing under the windows of Mussolini.
The Socialists had gained 150 seats in Parliament. They ruled Milan. Only a handful of Fascisti, Arditis and Fiumean legionnaires resisted them. An incident was provoked, bombs were thrown, a few were killed and many wounded. Socialist members of Parliament demanded the arrest of Mussolini and his chiefs. But he was released after one day in prison ; yet the Central Committee of his Party was broken up, many arrested, many disappeared.
Mussolini turned his editor's office into a regular fortress. The Popolo d'ltalia was sequestrated and censored every day ; but it remained alive. Mussolini held meetings constantly. He had now his brother Arnaldo helping him in all his work.
D'Annunzio was still resisting at Fiume. His friend, the Duce, started to reorganise his scattered ranks. In October, 1919, the first international meeting of the Italian Fasci di Combattimento was held at Florence.